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Attorney General McGraw Awards $50,000 to the Lewis County Commission for the Implementation of a Day Report

Center. 

Attorney General Darrell McGraw today announced a $50,000 award to be given to the Lewis County Commission to fund its

Day Report Center. Day Report Centers are alternative sentencing programs for low-risk, non-violent substance abusers. These

funds are proceeds from the cases settled by the Consumer Protection Division of the Attorney General’s Office in actions

against the pharmaceutical industry. 

Day report centers have been successfully used to save taxpayer dollars and to effectively treat substance abusers. The daily cost

of day reporting centers can be as low as $5 per person as compared to between the approximately $47.50 per day it costs the

counties to house offenders in regional jails. 

“The Courts and the Legislature have indicated a desire to use these programs as an alternative to prisons. The cost of housing

non-violent offenders has proven costly to taxpayers and counties. No citizen wants to see vital county services sacrificed

because of the high cost of housing prisoners.” McGraw stated. 

Calling illegal drug use an addiction a crime and “life-threatening disease,” McGraw also said that drug addicts need treatment

and counseling in order “to hold jobs and to care for their families.” 

The goal of such programs is to divert substance abusers into treatment programs rather than incarceration. The goal of the day

report centers is to rehabilitate low-risk offenders and save counties money which can be otherwise used for essential services.
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